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Welcome to the Greater Cincinnati Hurricanes.  If this is your first year in the organization, we hope you have an enjoyable experience with your children.  For those of you returning, it is nice to see you again.  We are a family here in the community and provide a lot of different fun filled activities for you and your children.

As you go through this handbook, you will find useful information that will aid you during the course of the season.  This booklet will provide some information on how the Hurricanes are organized, what to do if you have a problem, a code of conduct for parents and children.

The Hurricanes are now in our eighth year.  As the season begins, we will be hosting a Hurricane Family Day.  We have an annual pep rally to kick off our season and the year will end with our annual award banquet.  This provides each child an opportunity to be honored and reflect upon this past season.  As you can see, this season is destined to be a fun filled season with children in mind, playing America’s greatest sport…FOOTBALL.  Have a great season.

Sincerely,

Billy Thomas

President

WHAT PARENTS CAN EXPECT FROM THE HURRICANES

1. The Hurricanes will provide an opportunity for children to be instructed in the fundamentals of playing football for the players and the fundamentals of cheerleading for those in the cheerleading program.

2. All coaches have completed an application and interview process, have undergone a police record check, and are NYSCA certified.

3. Coaches must be on time for both practice and games and must remain until all children of the Hurricanes have left.

4. The Hurricanes provides a pair of football game pants, a game jersey and socks.  At the conclusion of the year, all items listed above with the exception of socks are to be returned to the organization cleaned.  

Each girl will receive a uniform consisting of one shell, one skirt, mock turtleneck, cheer socks, a pair of spankies,  The cheerleading uniforms purchased are the property of the cheerleader.  Uniforms in good condition may be bought and sold at the discretion of the parent, and are not guaranteed by the Greater Cincinnati Hurricanes organization.

5. Parents can expect coaches, assistant coaches and all adult volunteers to have the highest standards when working with children.  This includes no alcohol, tobacco, or drug use at any time.  No foul or obscene language is to be used by coaches or adult volunteers.  No physical, sexual, or emotional abuse is tolerated in this organization.

6. You, as a parent, have the right to inspect the organization by-laws that are provided to each team’s head coach.

7. The organization will provide a weekly newsletter to keep parents informed of games, directions, and changes as they occur.  A monthly calendar will be provided for adequate planning.

WHAT THE ORGANIZATION EXPECTS FROM YOU
1. The organization has a “No Refund” policy.  This means, no refunds for any reason, including injury, sickness, doctor’s excuse, leaving town, wants to play a different sport, caught cheating in school, not doing well in school, fighting, hates the coach or teammates, practice is too far away, hates the color of the uniform, or whatever.

The organization upon receipt of funds pays for uniforms, equipment, insurance, officiating, and other expenses associated with the organization.  Please do not ask for a refund.

2. Parents are required to return the football uniform (except for socks) at the end of the season.  If you fail to do so, you will be financially responsible for the cost and any collection costs (including attorney fees if required) to the organization.  Participation in the end of season banquet is dependent on all uniforms being returned by the return date.  Uniforms will not be collected on the day of the banquet.

3. The organization expects each parent to abide by a code of conduct.  This includes NO ALCOHOL, TOBACCO OR DRUG USE at any Hurricane event, including practice.  No obscene language and no physical, emotional, or sexual abuse.  A parent should be a role model for every child in the organization.  Praise your child and other members of the team for the accomplishments.

4. The most successful teams are those with parents who are in support of the coaches, players, cheerleaders, and other volunteers.  Ask any coach what is  most valuable to any team and he will tell you it is not money… BUT YOUR TIME.  Get out there and volunteer your time and talents.  Don’t use the coach as your babysitter.  If you need to leave your child please plan to return by 8:15 in order to hear any important updates or to have your questions answered.  

5. Treat all coaches with respect and dignity and they will do likewise.  They are volunteers who contribute their time and talents for the benefit of your children.  You may not always agree with a coach’s decision, however, he/she has the final say on his/her team.

6. You are not paying for the right to choose a position for your child; otherwise we would have 25 quarterbacks on a team.  The coach decides who plays what position on each team.

7. If you feel that you are being treated unfairly, talk to your coach first.  Please talk with a coach before or after practice, so that we don’t take time away from the children.  If that does not resolve your issue, talk to Coach Al or Coach Arnold.  If that does not resolve your issue, a meeting will be scheduled with the Hurricane Executive Board, which is the final decision in all issues.

Any parent who will not follow this course of action will be in jeopardy of losing their membership and their child’s membership in the organization without a refund.

8. The organization expects you to get your child to practice and games on time.  This is your responsibility.  If your child is not properly equipped to play/cheer, he/she will be declared ineligible to play.  Football players that arrive after books have been checked may not play until checked in by the officials at halftime.  Any cheerleader that is late will sit out the first quarter and may not participate at half time.

9. A coach is required to prevent a child from playing in games if he misses 2 practices in a week.  In addition, the coach may discipline a child with physical exercises or by not allowing him/her to play/cheer in the game if the player/cheerleader is not following the rules or directions of the coach.

10.  The coach has the right to remove any parent, player, cheerleader, or volunteer from any Hurricane event (including practice), who is creating a disturbance or not abiding by the code of conduct, or creating an unhealthy environment for children, without refund, pending review by the Hurricane Executive Board.

GUIDELINES FOR A SUCCESSFUL SEASON
One of the most important tasks for coaches and parents is to prepare our children for life.  Children must learn to overcome fears and failures, to try new things and to deal with failure as well as success.  Often, coaches and parents view sports with a life-or-death goal of winning.  As parents and coaches, we should teach children to play to win, but also teach them appropriate behavior when we lose.  Parents and coaches teach appropriate behavior through their own actions and words.  Winning is not everything.  The challenge of parents and coaches, as role models is to teach through our own actions, appropriate social skills and behaviors.  Above all else, teach your child good sportsmanship.

Do…

1. Support your child while he/she is playing/cheering, simply by being there.

2. Comment on how hard they tried.  Say something positive.

3. Leave coaching to the coaches.

4. Show self-control and enjoyment while your child is playing/cheering.

5. Teach and demonstrate to children to play by the rules.

6. Applaud ALL good plays and efforts for BOTH teams.

7. Treat all players, coaches, and officials as you would like to be treated.

8. Make every effort to attend your child’s practice and games.

Do Not…

1. Force a child to play/cheer if they don’t want to.

2. Yell at your child for making mistakes

3. NEVER question, discuss, or confront a coach or another parent about the game or competition at the game field or competition site.  Wait until you get home and get some distance from the situation.  PLEASE OBSERVE THE 24 HOUR RULE.

4. Yell at the officials or opposing team during a game.

5. Criticize or put down a player, opposing player, coach or official when discussing a practice or game with your child.

6. Do not call your child’s attention to you during a game. 
I have read and agree to abide by the rules and regulations in this packet.

I have read and agree to abide by the rules and regulations of Butler County Youth Football in the player/cheerleader contract.

I understand that failure to abide by the rules and regulations as set forth by Butler County Youth Football and/or, The Greater Cincinnati Hurricanes could result in loss of membership without a refund.

__________________________________________________________

Parent’s Signature                                                                  Date

Child(ren) Name

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

